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A BASELESS ATTACK.
Why Success Was Merited.

A kNY attacks have been madeJ'

upon patent medicines of
late. For some reason cer-

tain persons have felt themselves
called uipon to dlecry their use-, ',o
throw doublt upon their efficacy. to
question their honesty- as well as

the honr of those who have spent
a lifettime fin perfecting them and
rnakinig their value known to the
puiblic. Butt in answer to these at-
tacks anl investigation was demanld-
ed and it was proven that the medi-
einies which for nearly forty years
had retained the confidence of the
public lid have merit and honesty
behind them. The thing which is
Of no value in this world has a short
existence, and if the Pierce Family
Maedicines were not what they are
claimed to be they would not have
a proved record of millions of cmtes
in tie Period during which they have
been upon the market.

There lives in Buffalo, N. Y., a
manl wio is widely known as the
proprietor of Dr. Pierce's Favorite
Prescription. Dr..Pierce lately came
into added publicity because of tihe
umkarranted attack made upon is
medicines by a certain periodical,
wahich charged that the were ndt
whiat they were represented to be by
tIe doctor. re promptly met that t-
tack by suing the owners of the
ournalin qestion for $h0,o
damages. Upon the filing of this
suit a retraction was printed by he
editors. who acknowledged that

theirstatement was entirely with-
out foumdation, but notwithstanding
thi covert attacks have still been
made upon Dr. Pierce and his brk-et
ness. Such well-known chemists as
Prof. I lenry Leff mann and Chas. H.
Lawall of Philadelphia, State Chi-

ist pJohn A. PMiller of Bualo, N. Y.;
Prof. aWlilbur L. Scoville of oseon,
Euward Gudeman, P. H. D.. of Chi-
cago. have all testified to the fact
that Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescrip-
tion contains no alcohol, opium or

any harmful drugs, they having pur-
chased bottles of the medicine in
the open market in their respective

damaes.n made careflin analysis
suitea rerctierce's Fariteb Pre-
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mother ought to be good enough
for yourself. The thing which is of
no value in this world has a shoit
existence, and if Dr. Pierce's Favor-
ite Prescription was not what it
claimed to be, there would not he
the enormous sale for it that there
is today.
There is no reason why won1.n

should suffer so from headache,
backache,- pain in the back of the
neck-pain everywhere. It is abso-
lutely possible for them to rid themi-
selves of these troubles for good
and all by turning to the right rem-
edv.
When witnesses are examined the

court insists that they shall tell only
what they know, not what they think
or believe. Time and again the wan--

dering witness is brought back to
the point by the stern voice of the
judge: "Madam, we are not inter-
ested in what you think, we want
to hear what you actually know."

There's no such trouble experi-
enced with the worthy women vit-
nesses to the cures wrought by Dr.
Pierce's Favorite Prescription. They
know what they are talking about.
Women who suffered from paiful
irregularities, from inflammation,
ulceration, displaced organs, bear-
ing-down pains, or any other form
of female disorder, which under-
mines the health and shatters the
nerves-such women know wheu
they are well and why they are weli.
They do not hesitate to say: "I
know 'Favorite Prescription' cured
me." There are half a million wo-

men witnesses like these:
"It is a great pleasure to mc to

give my testimony to such great
remedies as your 'Golden Medical
Discovery' and 'Favorite Prescr:p-
tion,'" writes Mrs. B. F. Dooley of
No. 368 South Upper street, Lex-
ington, Ky. "I was afflicted for
several years with female weakness,
and four years ago got so bad I
had nervous prostration, mentally
and bodily. I was thinking all the
time I would go insane if I did not
get relief, when a neighbor of mine
gave me your 'Common Sense Me-i-
ical Adviser' to look over and see if
I could find anything to do me any
good. I could not do any of my
housework, had to be helped to and
into the buggy to go and see my
doctor. After finding that he co dd
not give me any relief I commenced
taking your medicines and befor e I
had taken two bottles commenced
to feel better. After taking thirteen
bottles I became sound and well.
Before taking your remedies I only
weighed 135 pounds, now wedh
165 pounds and feel ten years
younger. (Present age 41 years.) I
cannot say too much for Dr. Pierce's
Favorite Prescription."

Don't you wvant a reliable doctor
book? By sending 21 one-cent
stamps to Dr. R. V. Pierce, Bluf-
LAo, N. Y., to cover cost of mailinig
only, you will get by return mail
a free copy of his great book, "The
People's Common Sense Medical
Adviser," illustrated. i,oo8 pages,
in paper covers. Cloth-bound, 31
stamps.

Dr. Pierce's Pleasant Pellets cure
biliousness.
~RD AIs Offered as

AGuarantee that
orite Prescription

World's Dispensary Medical
Association,

Taken on the whole. I think New York
ought to be proud of her museum." *

"Are you unreservedly In favor of the
Sunday opening of the museunm?" asked thle
reporter.
"I don't think the museum should be per-

mitted to interfere in any possible way with
the attendance at church." he said. "But I
think the museum might be opened, nay, at
I2 p.m., and if ten people want to come there
at night It might remain open until, say, 10
o'clock. I visited the museum last Sunday,and it was a good gallery and a good aodi-
once. I was impressed with the apprecia-
tion shown."

3ich American in Uritish Divorce.
Tbe report is current in legal circles In

London that a divorce suit which will cre-
ate a sensation on both sides of the Atlan-
tic Is pending in the English courts. The
petitioner is the head of a big manufactur-
ing concerri In London and the co-respond-
ent a young American mul-milionaire,
who has been a good deal before the public
recently. The ground for the suit Is said
to have been given two years ago, but of
course it stili remuins to be prmvd. ?'b.
social position ad a==ea estedn of the
petitioner. who, however, measac fr

AT HNEAI0 AMROA
The Writing of Chapters of

Russian History.
TRIAL JUDGE TALKS

RESIGNED BECAUSE OF CONSCIEN-
TIOUS CONVICTIONS.

Acts of Oppression Cited - Incidents

Which Preceded the Assassination
of Grand Duke Sergius.

The soldiers of the czar are writing one

chapter of Russian history with their blood
on the snow-covered plains of Manchuria.
Other chapters are being supplied by the
frenzied workmen and nihilists in different
parts of-the vast Russian domains. But
there is much of the secret history of Rus-
sia which perhaps will never be written.
It is concerning this latter that Mr. James
Borissoff De Fabrikant, a former Russian
trial judge at Baku talked interestingly to a

Star reporter. He is making a tour of some
of the great countries of the world and has
stopped in Washington to study briefly the
free and patriotic system of American gov-
ernment which stands in such sharp con-

trast, he says, with that of his native land.
Mr. Fabrikant has chosen a most propi-

tious time for his stay in the capital, with
both houses of Congress in session and the
citizens making their elaborate preparations

PALACE OF TS
Wnere the ezar ts in hiding and where the couni
arrangement with Burton Holmes Lectures. Copy

for the enthusiastic Installation of Presi-
dent Roosevelt for a term of four ears in
that palace of patriotism popularly and
officially known as the White House. He
says his experience here will be an object
lesson in popular government that he will
never forget. He resigned his portfolio as

trial judge at Baku because of his con-
scientious convictions, he said, concluding
that he could no longer serve the crown in
that capacity with honor to himself, as the
trial judges of Russia are in fact the mer-
est puppets or figureheads in the hands of
the higher authorities.

Illustrates His Point.
To illustrate this he stated that after he

had passed sentence on a culprit the high
officers of the department of which his
court was a part would at their will, and
without reviewing the evidence or giving
the prisoner another hearing, Increase or

lower the term of his imprisonment. In
some cases, for instance, where Judge Fa-
brikant had sentenced a man to two years
in prison the powers above have increased
the penalty to a greater number of years,
or even to exile in bleak, barren. Ice-covered

Siberia, without any apparent cause for so

doing, unless, pernaps, secret influence was

brought to bear against the condemned
man. It was because of such instances, re-

LARGEST OF THE CUNARDERS.

The Caronia Started for New York on

Maiden Trip.
The new Cunard line steamer Caronia
sailed for New York from Queenstown yes-
terday on her maiden vcyage. She behaved
splendidly, despite a heavy gale, after leav-
ing Liverpool.
The Caronia is the biggest ship ever

owned by the Cunard line. With the ex-

ception of the three newest White Star line
steamers, the Caronia is the biggest ship to
engage in the trans-Atlantic trade.
She is the largest vessel ever built on the
Clyde. Her outside plating alone would
cover three acres of land, and 1,800,000 steel
rivets were used to sccure the hull. Some
of the rivets used in the ship's bottom are
seven inehes in length and weigh three and
one-half pounds.
There are eight continuous decks, includ-

ing an upper and promenade, and each of
the turn shafts is 2'23 feet long and two
feet In diameter. The Caronia is a proto-
type of the unfinished Carmania, except
that the latter is to be driven by turbine
engines. The Caronia's engines are of tihe
quadruple exoansion type.
The chief measurements of the Caronia
are: Length over all, 675 feet; breadth, 72%,
feet; depth from shelter deck, 52 feet; depth
from boat deck, So feet; depth from bridge,97feet; gross tonnage, 21,000; displacement,
30000 tons.

RECONCILED TO DEFEAT.

Mention of Presidency No Longer Sets
Bryan's Heart Thumping.

A dispatch from Washington Court House,
Ohio., yesterday says: William J. Bryan
passed through here. When someone In the
car, shaking hands with him, remarked,
"Mr. Bryan, we will make you Presldent
some time," the colonel said: "I thank you
for your good wishes, but I have heard that
so much that it no longer makes my heart
palpitate."
Discussing President Roosevelt's demand

for a greater navy, Colonel Bryan said:
"The idea of an immense navy having an

effect to prevent trouble with other nations
is ridiculous. Just as well claim that to
arm .everybody with revolvers would have
a tendency to prevent trouble In a commu-
nity. It is more apt to cause trouble, be-
cause of the desire to test the power of the
navy. Stppose we should have the largest
navy in the world! Other countrtes would
build larger ones stilL. Then we would
have to build a still larger one, and so on,
so long as the taxpayers were able to fur-
nish the money. I think we have struck
the happy medium and now have a navy of
just about the right sime."

Directors and Offcers Jlected.
At the annual mieeting of the members

of the Masonic Mutual Relief Association
of the District of Columbia, held recently,
the following directors were unanimously
re-elected for three years: Henry K. Simp--
son, Wmn. G. Henderson, Harry 7. Rlier,
A. W. Johnston, L. Pierce Boteler, D. 3.
Kaufman, W. J. Wallace and 7. 3. Wood--
man.
At the monthly meeting of the board o

directors, held on the 221 Instant. the fed-
lowing o~ers wer utaanasmslyE-eeto

thentury.

garded as eiri~legeS of justice, that
Judge Fabrikant was hopelled to discard
the judicial ermin and vacate the Russia=
bench. His delptei of the legal eeadvet
mentioned saked oussian justice appear
farcical and ue.
The Russian i* red that the pres-

et war with Japa in popular with the
people of his count as has been asserted.
On the contrary, e added, nine-tenths of
the people of Russ outside of the official
classes, are stron opposed to it.

Death of'Sergius.
Continuing his Interesting talk with The

Star reporter, Judge Fabrikant gave what
he termed "the

' itl~bihout Grand Duke
Sergius."
"The death of Grand Duke Sergius," said

the Russian judg&-*'ha created great com-
motion, and much tha6 is untrue is being
written about it. freqqgntly in good faith.
but more frequertly with malice afore-
thought. Therefoi!; pet'mit me to offer a
few statements with regard to the actual
facts.
''While governor general of Moscow

Grand Duke Sergius was directly respon-
sible for the several thousands of lives lost'
during the coronation festivities in Moscow
in 1896; for the destruction of thousands
of Jewish homes by unjust and illegal ex-

pulsion of Jews from Moscow and neigh-
boring 'gubernii' (governments); for the
thousands of shattered families, mourning
for lost fathers and brothers and sisters
perishing in living graves in fout dungeons,
in the steppes and wilds of Siberia, for so-
called 'political crimes.' And what are
these 'crimes?' 'Polti v natad'-'to go
among the people'i-s a 'political crime.'
and as such punishable by exile and even

by capital punishment.
"Mind, only 'political criminals' are sub-

ject to capital punishment in Russia; mur-
derers and such like are treated more
leniently!
'"To illustrate." -tontinued Judge Fabri-

kant. "all our university settlement work-
ers would be 'political criminals' in Russia.
and if Hull House were removed to St.
Petersburg tomorrow every worker woulA
be on his way to Siberia the following day.
This is incredible to the American mind,
but nevertheless it is literally true.

Without a Parallel.
"With all their inventiveness in new

AESKOYESELO.

11 of the nation is to meet. Reproduced by special
ight by E. Burton Haim

forms of cruelty, Nero and 'Ivan the Ter-
rible' had never wrought half the evil to
their wretched subjects which the Tsars
Alexander III and Nicholas II were and
are, individually, enabled to inflict with the
aid of the entire modern apparatus for
slaughter.
"In this they ar.e ally seconded by the

kindly efforts of the dowager empress, the
late Sergius & Co.' These gentlemen kill by
wholesale, not retail, discovering. as they
do, every now and then, Imaginary conspir-
acies, presumably ramnifying in every sec-
tion of the vast emplr'e, and thus condemn-
ing thousands of Innocents.
"The death of Sergitus is as nothing when

weighed in the baAace, against the mass of
innocent blood shed, by them uninterrupt-
edly for twenty-flv'e years.
"There Is no doubt thAt the revolution in

Russia has begun, and there need be small
wonder if in the near future it proves to
be the bloodiest ever known, because the
Russian government Itself. for the past
twenty-five years has been inciting the peo-
ple to bloodiest reprisals by its fictitious
discoveries of fictitio'us internal enemies.
"Even the nobles, In whose favor osten-

sibly the government Is oppressing the
masses, are now the first to repudiate by
means of the 'zemstvos" (local assemblies)its pa-ternalism."'

LOSES GIRL ON WEDDING EVE.
Boston Young Woman Changed Her

Kind-ejected Baron.
A dispatch from Boston, Mass., says:

Because Miss Mina Twombly Jones, of No.
401 Marlboro street, a relative of the Van-
derbilt and Twombly familles of New York
has decided that she does not any longer
love Baron Arthur Kambler Edler von
Saarberg, a captain of the Austrian asmy,invitations to a wedding which was to
have taken place at St. Cecelia's Church
Thursday morning have been withdrawn.
Miss Jones reached her decision suddenly,

and telegrams were sent Saturday to in-
form guests expected from New York and
other cities that there will be no wedding.Miss Jones is a daughter of Mrs. FrankWilliam Jones. She is twenty years old.and most of her life up to the time she wasfifteen was spent abroad. Since then shehas lived In Boston, but has made twotrips to Europe. She met Baron von Saar-berg last summer. The Austrian fell inlove with the pretty American girl, andbefore the summer was over they were
engaged.
Miss Jones' mother returned to America,but Miss Jones remained to study music.She is a fine violinist, and has been oneof the players in the girls' orchestra, whichhas enlivened the Vincent Club festivalsand fairs.

The Pension Office Building.
To the Editor of The Evening Star:
The people of Washington and the whole

country and the world are now seeing the
quadrennial disfigurement of this building
going on by the erection of unsightly addi-
tions thereto, It may be said that they
are only temporary and It would not pay
ta ornament them. So also are the decora-
tions on the inside or the building, upon
which much ingenuity, time, labor and
money are being texpended, which will be
seen by comparatEhly -few people but once.while the outside additions will be in evi-dence-painful evidence-for weeks. Is itnot very incons gibtx that, while manythousands of doli...e being expended Inother parts of this pity in exterior decora-tions, the exterior of the place where thegrandest exhibitio31 4t all that can be de-vised in the way or attractiveness Is beingprepared, should 1ie 'nfade as repulsive aspcesible In appeardagef Whitewash or red.white and blue owsih these temporarybuildings, or cover Ilyith bunting, or In
some other way dy some sort of a finishto them. The ob~tion stands al'e deco-rated, the informastitd booths are painted.and why should thee, buildings be unfin-ished?

y qn M. D. BROWNE.

Post and Corps ,Xpjbers as Guss
Misa Augusta mia who was recently

elected president M f fe- George U. Morris
Waoman's Relief Cines. gve a seeptien re-
cently to George U.- Morris Post and Corp.
at her residence lE fl street northwest.The house was beautifully dedorated wit

palm,Moers Sags, and a strngeerebetrathe music ler the even.

A collation was served in the large nigrom. - The tables were decesated with ferisand Sowers,~with a piece representing theGoddes of' Liberty for the cenleslrTinepest departmt pedded 3Mm. Zda i
Chase, was the gese et .tmnAagnthoatXavgsset A. W Trti~eesMr
-edt 2 -- -
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jiso I POLITIC
Part Played by It in Do

velopment of Russias

NOTED WRITER'S VIEW

GREAT TMPORTANCE ATTACHE
TO GROWTH OF MOVMXENT.

[ts Efforts for National Education-

Conflict Now on Against Usurpa-
tion of Nation's Functions.

Correspondence of the Asociated PrM.
ST. PETERSBURG, February 4.-Anoth

review of the present political situation
Russia is contributed to the Associat'
Press by a prominent Russian writer, Ale:
ander Stolypin, who has made a spec
study of questions of local self-governme:
and has himself taken conspicuous part
the work of the zemstvo. Mr. Stolyp
was formerly editor of Prince Ouktomsky
paper, the Petersburg Viedomosti, and
now political editor of the Novoe Vremy
Mr. Stolypin attaches the greatest impoi
tance to "the part played by the zemati
n the political development of Russia
under which heading he writes as follows:
"In discussing the political developmei
f Russia with especial reference to sel
government, I propose to devote myself e:

elusively to the zemstvo (land council
ince the political significance of the dourr
town council) is with rare exceptions, pra
:cally nil, and it is only lately that t
:own councils of certain large cities hai
loined in the general movement and ha&
even assumed a prominent part.
"Such, for instance, was the recent decisic
f the Moscow Douma, demanding politici
-ights for the whole country and declarin
hat in the absence of such rights the ir
erests of such a large municipal center a

Ioscow must suffer.
"But even if the political importance 0

Etussian cities should at any time develo
re shall witness only Its beginning; whil
he significance of the provincial institu
ions or zemstovs as factors of great PC
itical importance it proved by forty year
ofstruggle for a predominance which t1
itate has never been willing to grant.

Establishment of the Zemstvo.
"As a matter of fact, the establishmen
>fthe zemstvo on January 1 (13th). 188
rought the germ of conflict in the vague
iess of the organic legislation, which, fear

ng 'unrealizable expectations and liberS
endencies among the various classes,' lin
ted the zemstvo to an agricultural spher
ofactivity, but, at the same time, yieldin
:othe spirit of the time, allowed th
remstvo almost unlimited independence i

his sphere.
"Such liberty, placed in artificial frames
such complete competency to a certal
imit where began complete negation 0

rights. such an attitude toward the peopI
ow treating them' as grown-up men, no

as children, all this bore the stamp of ui
precedented disregard of practical consic
erations.
"The inevitable consequence was that th
administration and the free zemstvo, place
side by side, began to trespass on eac
ther's ground. It was not to be expecte
that the administration would voluntaril
surrender a part of its political rights i
the zemstvo and thereby extend this la
ter's powers, and It was equally difficult i
expect that the zemstvo would allow th
administration a free hand in the mattel
which had been placed within its full cou
trol.
"And the event justified these apprehen
sions; no sooner had the zemstvo begu
ts work than accusations came from a
sides that It was arrogating to itself
political character: on the other hand, ti
emstvo retorted with sincerity and justic
that its work was being interfered with.

Efforts for National Education.
"The most striking example of this wa

given in connection with Its efforts for ni
tional education. The zemstvo had bee
empowered to deal with this question, bi
under the foggy, bureaucratic provis
'within the limits defined by law.' Noi
the law, not having been drafted wil
prophetic provision of the newly created i1
stitution, was mute on the subject of 'lin

its.'
"But when the zemstvos began to bul:
schools and seminaries, organize librarle
etc., the satisfaction which the ministry c
public instruction should have felt on se

ng a great share of its work assumed h
ther shoulders quickly gave place to dree

lest the ministerial progress of educati
might be disregarded, and chiefly lest sut

powerful weapon for political evolutic
asthe education of the younger generatic

might fall into other hands.
"Restrictions followed. With the aid
legislative measures and circulars, pubi
and secret, the minIstry of public instrui

tion brought matters to such a pass th:
thezemnstvos after voting tne money art
building the schooli. were forced to surrel
derthem to the ministry. As a slight col
cession they were, however, permitted1
conduct primary schools, including ni
more than two classes (standards), provit
ingthe teaching adhered strictly to t
government program, using only schoa
books authorized by the ministry and ui
derthe most stringent control of the go'
einent. all of which Involved enormot
expenditure of energy and money.

Zemtsvo Demands Modest.
'But the zemstvo budget Is modest.
could pay ti' teacher not more than a

average of twenty, sometimes thirty, fift:
nore often fifteen roubles a month.
*For this sum the teacher was conte,
tolive in a remote village, often In a col
lodging, and give lessons under the ma:
trying conditions, in small class roorr
crowded to suffocation and with fewcanyclass books.
"The mortality among the teachers:enormous, still more become incurable 11valids. They receive no pensions. Y,
there is never a vacancy open. Student
both in the capitals and in the province
consider it an honor and a sacred duty
takethe places of those who drop out 4

the ranks, and enthusiastically forsal
their chances of a brilliant career in ordi
toteach the children of Russia to pri
pare the coming generation for beitt
times than the present.
"It is natural that these self-impos4
martyrs are not prone to bend the kn4
before their administrative superiors. Ii
deed, it may be said that the governme,
does not find in them the pliable materi:
itseeks for its purposes. Latterly the
efforts to unite themselves Into an a
ganizaton have caused great apprehensic
tothe government, and, it may be adde
theapprehension was not unfounded. In
prisonment, exile, police surveillance ar
thewidest encouragement to informei
ha been resorted to, but have only serve
tointensify the fanaticism of a cs
which is likely to figure in Russia
history.

Mlsrepresntd for Years.
"Panic-strlcken provincial authorities at
thereactionary press had for years bee
rumpetng5 the intelligence that the sea
stvoteacher was a godless revolutiona:z
rhowas dennoralisingf the people, till
lastthey succeededt In frightening alf-poi
rfulPetersburg, The priesthood. throustsmoutbpiece of the strong bureaucrat
organiation of which Pebdonostamdr
hiefprocurator, .took up the cry, deels
ingthat the parish priest was powrerlessiaopewith. the golim ateq atuce ti
atter-was ia constaat tonch with the ehi
ien,and urging the transfer of the vmin
schools to ttie churoh.
But bmt ares a caity, The ashoe
belonged to the snstYO. Thi thrs-q
mere...m hetweem the -ministry, ta
shanr aat t~e sesetwo went eor yerIelong,tutd, that its petty, daarianstj
yrig'was Ipet eight sej the dea
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education, this enterprise would certain-
s iy have proved highly beneficent had it
been properly carried out.
"But instead of opening schools where

none existed, the church devoted all its
energies- to competing with the zemstvo
schools in villages which were already well
endowed,. completely neglecting others
where the peasants had no school what-
ever. The result was distinctly unfavorable
for the church.

Basis for Present Confliet.
t "I have devoted so much attention to

this branch of the zemstvos work because
I think my American readers will more

readily understand its general character
from this particular example than from a

disquisition on the whole aspect of the
question, many elements of which are for-
eign to American life and comprehension.
"It is demonstrable that the conflict now

proceeding In Russia is nowise directed
against the monarchical principle, to which
the people are very devoted, but against

r the usurpation by the bureaucracy of all
f the vital functions of the nation.

"The peasants have come to believe that
their former owners have, since the eman-

cipation of the serfs, been concentrating
offlces and influence in their own hands and
have thus practically usurped the power of
the emperor. It is a common saying among
the peasants that the government 'stands
like a wall between the emperor and his

1 people.' There is a great deal of truth in
this.
"On the other hand, great alarm is felt

0 in higher spheres for the safety of the dy-
nasty, and this alarm is due to the misun-

0 derstanding of the fact that the zemstvo,
upon which a revolutionary mask has been
foisted as an excuse for repression, is es-

sentially a conservative institution.
What 3. Plehve Found Out.

"But the reformed zemstvo did not dis-
play the slightest change of policy, and
the late Minister Plehve found to his as-

tonishment that the sophisticated body was

just as resolute an opponent as its prede-
cessor. It may even be confidently as-

serted that had Plehve done the very re-
* verse, had he increased the proportion of
- peasants, he would have done much more
n to achieve the desired result, for the peas-

ants would have even gone the length of
seeking to apply Henry George's national-

>'ization of land, but they would certainly
r, have remained indifferent to political

h rights.
t."If we are to judge by the rapidity with
which the large land holdings of the nobles
are passing into the hands of the peasants

d it may be presumed that this transfer
g, would have materially facilitated a normal
f evolution, unattended by any catastrophe.
I- The fact is, however, 'that our government
y fears nothing so much as an agrarian move-

.1 ment.
n "Everything is sacrificed to this self-im-
h posed bogie. The people are sedulouslyn kept in a state of darkness and ignorance,
a the development of the country is impeded
and numbed, discontent is engendered and
Sthe energies of the nation are wasted in

ec internal strife.
.."But how Is It to be explained that the
zemstvo, composed o~f noble proprietors,

d with a small admixture of peasants, has re-
mained progressive. Uiberal and persistently
opposed to the government. It Is easy to
answer this question by pointing out that

tthe bureaucratic army with which the
zemstvo wages war is recruited from the
same noble class, but from less independ-

aent, less self-reliant members, nobles who
have deteriorated in the luxurious enjoy-
ment of government offices and emolu-
ments." "On the other hand, the opposing force is
comp~osed of men of energy, of principle
and of ideals, forming a minority of the
.nobles which has realized the banefulness
.of bureaucratic routine and sees the sal-

n vation of Russia in the untrammeled
r,growth of free institutions.

tMain Point in Zemstvo Program.
"The main point in this zemstvo program

Is national participation in self-government.
This will give the peasant a preponderant

r vote and at once give rise to an agrarian
movement, the peasant seeking to increase
his holdings to the land belonging to other
classes and to the state. Of course, this

tcan be settled by means of gradual appro-
~priations, but it is difficult to expect such a
Speaceful adjustment. This interesting so-
cial question is destined to assume unex-
epected forms in Russia. rve ftezm
stvo's role in the political development ofe.Russia, I think it of interest to give a few
facts regarding its organization. The sem-
stvo institution exists in thirty-four prov-
inces or governments of European Russia.[-The members of the provincial semstvos are

itelected by the members of the district sem-
Lstvos, which number 318; the members oftrthe district bodies are elected by direct vote
-inthe electoral colleges of each class of then community.

I, "There also exists a secret organization
i-which virtually unites the thirty-four sem-d stvos in a clandestine national assembly.s Quite recently this organisation was treat-.
d ed as illegal and siubjected to persecution

a by the government, but now it is not direct-
n ly interfered with, although still unrecog-
nised by law.
"Besides building and endowing schools,

the Russian uemstvo has developed and or-
gatnised a number of other public enter-

n prises, including statistical, veterinary and,
- most important of all, national medical serv-

ices. One of 'the reproaches constantly
~brought by the government against the
seinstvo is that it employs outsiders-cierks,

' stttistelans, teachers, physicians and other
bu tatives of the liberal professions-

omanImposing armny of revolution-
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SLIGHT TROUBLE IN PORTO WIO
Cable Advices Received From Governor

Winthrop.
It having been represented to the State

Department that a serious strike had oc-
curred in the village of Rio Grande, 'Porto
Rico, Secretary Hay called upon Gov.
Winthrop of Porto Rico <or a report on
the subject. A cablegram has been re-
ceived at the department from Governor
Winthrop saying that the strikes at Rio
Grande ended in January. He said that
during the strike additional policemen
guarded the Gonzales plantation and that
the loss by fir* on that plantation was less
than $2. There was no other pecuniary
loss, says the governor, except from shut-
ting down of the mills from lack of work-
men. Gonzales expressed himself entirely
satisfied with the conduct of the police.
The governor added that the Spanish con-

sul at San Juan has heard of no disorders
and has received no complaints.

The Primary Cause of High Prices.
To the Editor of The Evening Star:
From time to time I read articles con-

cerning the high and still rising cost of
living, food adulterations, etc. It seems
to me the primary cause is overlooked and
Is to be found in the abnormal growth of
the cities at the expense of the country. I
will cite my native county as an example.
Its birth rate has been much above its
death rate, but its population of about
thirty thousand has increased less than five
hundred in twenty years. The people have
gone to the cities and are consumers in-
stead of producers. The villages, towns
and cities have been growing while many
of the country houses of Ahe east are ten-
antless, or have two or three occupants
where a few years since there was a large
family.
Let us look for some of the results. This

city has more barbers than it needs and
there are too many young men blacking
shoes. I have been told that men have
sold their farms, moved to the city, spent
their money In an attempt to establish a
trade in the grocery or cigar business and
eventually been obliged to resort to manual
labor. This abnormal growth has made
an unusual demand for an Increase UIL the
number of motormen, conductors, drivers,
clerks and professional men. and the
draught upon the country has been heavy.
There are too few butter producers, hence
we get the adulterations. Many of the
hills that used to bloern with the fragrant
buckwheat are untilled, the price is high.
the quality poor. If there are one thou-
sand steers sold where there should be
twelve hundred don't blame the beef trust
for being the only cause of high prices.
When the drug stores are patronized by

many who have come from the country
where "early to bed and early to rise'' gave
them nature's most 'beautiful comiplexlon
and the doctor's plasters, poultices and pills
cured all their ills, don't be surprised to
find adulterations in mediclife.
If the powerful influence of the press

were wielded to check the insatiate greed
for money-getting and its consequent ab-
normal growth of our cities and decimation
of the homes of our beautiful valleys and
hillsides it would add to, the glory of the
American people, to their physical, their
mental and their moral development.

J. K. HENCH.

Christian Endeavorers.
The Young People's Society of Christian

Endeavor of the Zion Baptist Church, F
street between 3d and 4%A streets south-
west, was addressed yesterday Afternoon by
Mrs. Sarah Collins Fernandis, resident
worker of the social settlement, and Miss
H. Ida Curry. A contribution of $10.1 was
made to the social settlement, which is
located at 118 M street southwest, and is
doing charitable and Christian work
among the colored residents of South
Washington.

TOOK A STRAW VOTEH.
INTERFTL'rNG EXPERIMENT [N A

RESTAURANT.-

An advertising agent, repeenting a prsminet
New York magaiiine, while on a recent westerm
trip, was dining one evening in a Pittsbugg res-
taurant.
While a-aitirg for his order he glanced over his

newspaper ad noticed the advertisement of a
well-known dyspepala preparation, Stuart's Dys-
pepsia Tablets. As he himself was a regular user
of the tablets. he began speculattag as to hew
many of the other traveling meen in the dlaisg
rom were als frieuds et the popular mmuane4 t
iadgetiou.
He says: I counted twenty-threes sea at the ta-

bles and In the hotel ecee I tusk the trouble to
interview thema and was surprised is leers that
nine et tthe twenty-three smade a praettee of taking
oue or two of Stuart's Dyreeuki Tmalts afear
each meal.
One of them told me he had sasmda s ml

fromn atornach treuble that he one times bad ha
obliged to qut the read, hut ese.o usg Ituart's
Dyusepsa Tabilets had bee. eatirely fase turn is-
digestiau, bet be ctsaed thetr e.e mp..iasf,
wh~E traveling,-eseset ftrrgularity ia meata
and beease h alu traveling -e be was oces.
obliged to eat what he teuld get and sot alwage
what he wanted.
aseher, who hihd the pietm et health, mMi

he ase ata a is(wgetaa a Utat'
Tmale athrumet bed he est eat what he
pisade 'ag uM -beWMQ988 Qat a
sleepiems ~ i iM r tem

elt'asaareIvas. bme.ae s ue smaeet
to gas eigs ~e ig gssss es beset ae
Imme, soees4et- eand emins a test,
wblbh e astuae Smm desaik e tub-
aht smis

Aberassr e i esi maUassalm ass
eee ae a sms begget -e ab-

was 4baasaeu m qssea
u~ eiMa amsamrwte assame .as


